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SPRING 2009 

International Surfing Day 
Saturday June 20th 2009 

 
CELEBRATE SURFING and your love of the ocean 

with Surfrider Foundation Ventura at International Surfing Day on Sat-
urday June 20th.  International Surfing Day was created four years ago 
ōȅ {ǳǊŦǊƛŘŜǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ǳǊŦƛƴƎ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ǳƴƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǊŦŜǊǎΩ 
holiday.  On the longest day of the year  surfers come together to cele-
brate and promote the sport we love.  It also allows us an opportunity 
to give something back to our ocean and beaches.  Surfrider Founda-
ǘƛƻƴ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŀΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳǊŦŜǊǎ tƻƛƴǘ ǊŜǎǘƻπ
ration project.  Our celebration will begin with a beach cleanup at 
{ǳǊŦŜǊΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǇŀŘŘƭŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
day.  All participants of  the beach cleanup will be invited to a VIP re-
ception before our party at The Lodge in downtown Ventura.  The eve-
ning event is scheduled to feature live musical performances from the 
Sunshine Brothers and Grammy Award winning Hawaiian artist John 
Cruz.  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊƛƴƎ CƛƭƳƳŀƪŜǊ wƛŎƘ wŜƛŘΩǎ ōǊŀƴŘ 
ƴŜǿ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŀ wƛǾŜǊ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ wŜǾƻƭǳπ
ǘƛƻƴΦέ  The event will also have live and silent auctions with great prizes 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎΦ {ǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿŜō 
site and e-mail alerts as we get closer to the date for more information. 

If you are would like to donate an item for our silent auction or are 
interested in volunteering to help with the event, please contact Sean 
Toren at seanptoren@gmail.com. 

The Point  
News le t ter  o f  t he  Sur f r i de r  Founda t i on  Ven tu ra  County  Chap te r 

In The Lineup 

Hi, my name is Jennifer 

aƛŎƘŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƛƴǘŜǊƴƛƴƎ 
with Surfrider through 

UCSB as an Environmental 
Studies major.  From my 

involvement with the 
ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ 
important it is to know 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 

community, and to give 
back in any way  

possible. This experience  
 has taught me how The 

Surfrider Foundation 
strives to ensure a better 
future for my community.  

 

Hello, my name is Jade 

Freeman and I have been 
interning with the Ventura 
Chapter for three months. 
I am a senior at Cal State 
Channel Islands majoring 

in Environmental  
Communication. I am a 

recreational surfer with an 
intrinsic love for the 

ocean. I enjoy paddling 
out just to be in the water, 

and of course to catch a 
sweet ride!! See you in the 

lineup!  

 

By Sean Toren 

Surfrider Interns Jennifer 
Michels and Jade Freeman 
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EXTINCT: ²9.{¢9wΩ{ 59CLb9{ ƛǘ ŀǎ άƴƻ  ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 
eȄƛǎǘƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 
ōǊŜŀƪΣ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƛǘ άƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎΦέ LƳŀƎƛƴŜ 
wƛƴŎƻƴ ƻǊ {ƛƭǾŜǊǎǘǊŀƴŘ ƎƻƴŜ ƭƛƪŜ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
YƛƭƭŜǊ 5ŀƴŀΩǎΦ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ǿŜ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ 
global warming, sea level rise will happen in your 
ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦ {ƻƳŜ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ά²Ŝƭƭ ƛŦ {ǳǊŦŜǊΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ŦƭƻƻŘŜŘΣ 
ƳŀȅōŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜΦέ 
Wrong. Cities will have no choice.  In order to 

protect houses and businesses they will completely armor our coastς thus rendering 
all of our surf breaks extinct. What can you do? Think about your carbon footprint. 
That cool pop out board from China or Thailand has an immense carbon footprint. Buy 
from a local shaper, better yet, buy from a local shaper that uses materials that are 
better for our environment. Stop using plastic bags  and buying water in plastic bot-
tles. It is up to us, it is our surf, it is our planet.  

   A Message from the Chair: Vince Kinsch 

 
The river is a crucial water source for the  
many cities which line its banks, including 
Fillmore, Santa Paula, Oxnard and Ven-
tura.  Threats to the river include large 
development projects and water pollution 
from various sources. 
  
Current issues facing our group include 
lack of steelhead fish passage at the Vern 
Freeman Diversion dam near Santa Paula, 
several development projects in Ventura 
County which will impact important wild-
life habitats and movement corridors, the 
massive 21,000-unit Newhall Ranch pro-
ject in Los Angeles County, and litigation 
against the Army Corps of Engineers to 
force better cumulative impact analyses in 
issuing project permits along the river. 
 
 Please consult our website www.fscr.org 
for more information, or call Ron Bottorff 
at 805-498-4323. 
 

  

    By Ron Bottorff   
FRIENDS OF THE Santa Clara River was 
formed in 1993 and celebrated 15 years 
of river activism last summer.  Our mis-
sion is protect and preserve the biological 
and cultural resources of the Santa Clara 
River watershed.   We own and are re-
storing to native habitats 225 acres along 
the south bank of the river upstream of 
Santa Paula, known as the Hedrick Ranch 
Nature Area. 
 
The Santa Clara watershed is over 1600 
square miles in area and encompasses 
the Sespe, Santa Paula and Piru Creek 
ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘǎΦ   ¢ƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ 
contains over 4,000 acres of the finest 
riparian habitat remaining in Southern 
California, a region which has lost all but 
3% of its pre-settlement river woodlands.   
The river ecosystem supports over 30 
species of  special concern, including 16 
endangered  or threatened birds, fish and 
amphibians.   

First Tuesday of every month Chap-
ter meeting : Topping Room in the 
E.P. Foster Library 651 E. Main St 
Ventura 
June 20: International Surfing Day 
July 4: Fourth of July Street Fair 
August: Barefoot Wine Beach 
Cleanup 
October 6: Nominations for Chapter 
Officers 
November 3: Chapter Elections 

Friends of the Santa Clara River 
The Ventura chapter has focused its activities on the Ventura river water-
shed, however there are two major rivers in our county.  The Santa Clara 

River is  one of the last wild rivers (i.e. un-dammed or channeled) in south-
ern California and the preservation and restoration of this watershed is criti-
cal.  Our chapter has partnered with Friends of the Santa Clara river in the 

past and we encourage anyone interested in watershed preservation to get 
involved with these fine folks.  

Hot New Topics in 2009 
Sea level rise: A luxury Embassy Suites 
Hotel is planned for construction this 
year on the vacant lot at Figueroa and 
Harbor.  We commented to the city that, 
apart from the obvious impacts to traffic 
and parking, there is a growing need for 
ongoing funding to maintain and restore 
city beaches. Sea level rise from climate 
change will increase the future need for 
taxpayer subsidies to protect this prop-
erty. We suggested that a coastal main-
tenance fund be established using tax 
revenues from all commercial develop-
ment within the future inundation zones 
of the California coast. 
 
101 Widening:  Caltrans published plans 
to widen the 101 freeway at Seacliff.  
The proposed project would eliminate 
parking on the freeway, add a north and 
south bike lane.  Chapter secretary Larry 
Manson is the Ventura Surfrider repre-
sentative in this process. 
 
Wave EnergyΥ  DǊŀȅΩǎ IŀǊōƻǊ hŎŜŀƴ 9ƴπ
ergy Company filed a preliminary permit 
to develop a 100 square mile wave en-
ergy array off the coast of Ventura.  Ven-
tura Surfrider is carefully monitoring new 
wave energy projects and assessing cost 
benefit to the environment.  The chapter 
filed a Motion to Intervene in January 
and as a result will participate directly in 
any future analysis of the proposed pro-
ject off our coast. 
 
Want to keep up with these and other 
new issues?  Come to our monthly 
meetings.  1st Tuesday of each month, 6-
8 pm in the Topping Room, EP Foster 
Library downtown Ventura. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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{ǳǊŦŜǊΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ 

 
FIFTEEN YEARS AGO founding members of our chapter had the audacity to call for the removal of the Matilija Dam located 16 miles
up the Ventura River.  We recognized the connection between beach erosion and the 6 million cubic yards of sediment trapped 
behind the dam. Meanwhile, the southern steelhead trout was added to the endangered species list, and local government quickly 
recognized the potential benefits of restoring a free-flowing river.  Unfortunately, the removal of Matilija Dam has slowed due to 
an apparent change of heart from the responsible agencies.  Despite environmental clearance to allow controlled release of sedi-
ments accumulated behind the dam, plans for a dredge-and-slurry operation stalled over community opposition to a permanent 
landfill on the popular Ventura River Preserve. 
 

 
 
 
HUMANS ONCE ASSUMED, and many still do, that the oceans are too vast and unchangeable to be 
ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ   ±ŜƴǘǳǊŀΩǎ ол ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŘǳƴŜǎΣ ǿŜǘπ
lands and natural barrancas that drained our watershed.  The city is now covered in non-
permeable surfaces and our natural creek system has been enclosed in concrete channels designed 
to shuttle water to the ocean as quickly as possible to the ocean.  Water from rain, residences, 
parks, car washing, etc. is shuttled into the storm drain system directly to our ocean.  The result is a 
poisonous brew of chemicals, petroleum products, pet sewage and trash.  What can you do to 
ƘŜƭǇΚ  LǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƪΦ  {ƛƳǇƭŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜΥ  wŜǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘ 
ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴǘ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǊ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǎǘƻǇ ƘƻǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƭǳπ
tions.  Everyone can make a difference.  Want more?  Visit our OFG website from our homepage 
www.surfrider.org/ventura, come to a chapter meeting or volunteer to help with our campaign. 

Matilija Dam Deconstruction 
By Paul Jenkin 

   ς CHAPTER CAMPAIGNS 2009 ς  
¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŀΩǎ ƻŎŜŀƴΣ ǿŀǾŜǎΣ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦ   ²Ŝ 
recognize that all things are connected and in order to protect the coast we must also protect the headwa-
ters and watershed.  To this end we have an integrated plan with 4 major campaigns that encompass wa-
tershed and beach management.  To learn more about these and other campaigns please visit our website 

at http://www.surfrider.org/ventura/.  
 

 
 

¢I9 {¦wC9wΩ{ thLb¢ ΨaŀƴŀƎŜŘ {ƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ мр ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¸ŜǎΣ ŀ ƳŜǊŜ 
15 years ago our chapter stopped the seawall and proposed an alternative: Relocate the 
bike path and parking lot to make room for the natural ebb and flow born of swell, tide, 
wind, and flood.  After years of persistence, the final plan is complete and ready to go this 
ȅŜŀǊΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ϷмΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀƴŎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ΨǳƴŦǊƻȊŜƴΩ ƭŀǘŜǊ 
this year, and an application for $3 million in federal stimulus money will also make its way 
into the lineup at the point. 

 
 
 
 
WE RECOGNIZE THAT sandy beaches are a precious resource. They provide habitat for wildlife such as grunion and shore birds, 
serve as recreation areas for surfing and beach going and play a critical role in buffering our coasts from large storm surges. Be-
cause of this our chapter will participate in a collaborative stakeholder process to develop the Pierpont Sand Management Plan.   
This process will develop guidelines for the removal of sand that is encroaching on to private property and down beach access 
lanes at Pierpont Beach.  The City of Ventura is leading the stakeholder group consisting of representatives from city, community 
and non-governmental agencies, including Ventura Surfrider.   The goal of the stakeholder group is to develop consensus for a Sand 
Management Plan that outlines guidelines to reduce the likelihood of damage from sand encroachment on private property and 
public access ways while also restoring and preserving natural resources.  Ventura Surfrider will provide expert advice in coastal 
processes, beach wildlife, and dune vegetation to facilitate development of a plan that balances recreation with restoration and 
preservation of sandy beach natural resources.  

Sand Management 

Ocean Friendly Garden By Cynthia Hartley 

ϝϝ¸ƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳǊŦŜǊΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ aŀǘƛƭƛƧŀ 5ŀƳ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ  ²ǊƛǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
federal representatives expressing your support for these important projects.  With public 

support we will see these critical projects move forward** Write your legislators!   

By Paul Jenkin 

By Kristi Birney 

Bumper 
Sticker circa 

1994 

Watershed Management 

Watershed Management 

Beach Management 

Beach Management 


